Librar y news and updates for the Kent community

May 2016
StoryWalk™ at Plum Creek

Come StoryWalk™ with us any time between
JUNE 1 and 30 at Plum Creek Park! Enjoy
viewing David Shannon’s hilarious picture
book Duck on a Bike as you walk through
17 stations in the Plum Creek playground.
Once you finish, post your photos on
Facebook with #KFLStoryWalk. *Registration
not required. (The StoryWalk™ Project was
created by Anne Ferguson of Montpelier,
VT and developed in collaboration with the
Kellogg Hubbard Library.)

CHILDREN: Win a felt pennant at
Kent Kiwanis Summer Reading 2016!
Summer readers completing
20 hours of reading will receive
a special Kent Free Library felt
pennant and have their photo
displayed on the “Kent’s Strongest
Readers” wall in the DuBois
Children’s Room.
Registration for On Your Mark, Get Set, Read! begins Wednesday, June 1. Students
in preschool through fifth grade receive an official reading record to track every 15
minutes they spend reading independently or with an adult and will earn prizes for
every five hours spent reading.
For the seventh year, students can vote in the Akron Zoo’s popular “Care for a
Critter” contest. Readers earn one vote for each hour of reading.

TEENS: Cool prizes in ‘On Your Mark, Get Set, Read!’

Win scratch off tickets for cool prizes, including Kent State gear, gift cards from
local businesses and free books. Get one ticket for every two books read and be
eligible for teen grand prizes. Sign up at the Children’s Room desk.

ADULTS: Summer is time to ‘Exercise Your Mind’

For every book read, adults ages 18 and older are invited to fill out a brief book
review, which doubles as an entry slip for weekly and grand prize drawings.
Register beginning Wednesday, June 1.

Save th
e

Family Fitness Fun
with a personal trainer

SATURDAY, JUNE 11/NOON
Children in preschool through fifth grade
and an adult are invited for one hour of fun
fitness taught by Lisa Kelleman-McClain,
certified personal trainer. *Registration
required.

Meet the Animals from Akron Zoo

SATURDAY, JUNE 25/11 A.M.
Meet the Akron Zoo’s animal ambassadors
up close and in person. Perfect for families
with children of all ages. Pick up a Boarding
Pass 30 minutes before show time.

Mini-Golf inside the library

SUNDAY JULY 17/1 P.M. TO 4 P.M.
All ages welcome to try our spectacular,
indoor mini-golf course at the library.
Bring the entire family for an afternoon
of fun! **No registration required.

Summer Reading Family Finale

SATURDAY, JULY 30/11 A.M. TO 2 P.M.
Readers of all ages are invited for a fun
Summer Reading Finale featuring familyfriendly activities. **No registration
required.
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Director's
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In April, the library
celebrated National Library
Week. This annual event
takes place nationwide to
celebrate the contributions
of our nation’s libraries and library workers and
to promote library use and support. This year’s
theme, “Libraries Transform,” represents all the
wonderful ways in which libraries and library
workers
assist their
communities
and library
users.
Kent Free Library, one of 251 public libraries
in Ohio, provides educational and recreational
materials and programs for all ages. We support
schools, teachers, students, families, senior
citizens and homebound patrons. The library
offers opportunities for individuals to learn
about themselves and the world around them.
We are a gathering place for Kent residents and
those from neighboring communities. Even
patrons far from Kent can access the library’s
digital books, magazines and music from
anywhere in the world.
As part of our
celebration and thanks
to the generosity of
the Kent Free Library
Foundation, our staff
recently recognized
random Patrons of the Day
with balloon bouquets
and gift cards to Target
Ed Bzomowski was
as a way of thanking our
surprised with a balloon
bouquet during National visitors for their continued
Library Week.
support. Photos were also
published on the library’s Facebook page.
In addition, National Library Worker’s Day
was observed on April 12. This day allowed the
library board and administration to recognize and
thank our library workers for their service to our
community. I hope that the next time you visit
the library you’ll let your favorite library worker or
librarian know how much you appreciate them!
I’d like to encourage everyone, not just
children, to spend time reading this summer. I
look forward to seeing you at the library for our
Summer Reading programs.
Sincerely,
Stacey Richardson

Meet ‘THE BEAST’

Affectionately called “The Beast” by
KFL staffers, the Automated Materials
Handler or check-in system sorts library
materials into nine bins, which speeds
up the process of shelving items.
“Because ‘The Beast’ does a great job
sorting using the new RFID tags located
on each book, DVD, audiobook or other
Library staffer Kayla Fertig watches as
item, it saves us time,” says Borrower
“The Beast” does its thing.
Services Manager Mary Wnoroski. “Plus,
our patrons find the drive-thru return option very convenient.”
For example, in March more than 15,000 items were checked in automatically
after patrons returned them using the book drop located next to the Check-Out
Desk or the drive-thru.
Installed 10 years ago when the new building opened, Wnoroski says “The
Beast” rarely makes sorting mistakes and can read a RFID tag in just one or two
seconds. Recently, however, the machine mysteriously kept turning itself on
repeatedly. The culprit? A small stink bug stuck to the sensor.
“This is just another service we offer,” Wnoroski explains. “We try very hard to
return all items to the shelves in a day or two.”

Friends of Kent Free Library
organizes first book sale

The newly organized Friends of the Kent Free
Library is welcoming new members. Organized
to support the library, members will create
fundraising opportunities to benefit the library
and advocate for the library in the community.
The Friends group hosted its first book sale
in late April and is making plans for a future sale.
“Friends” including from left, Van
Regular meetings are held on the third Monday
Victoria, Dot Peachock and Carol Stroble of each month at 7 p.m. in library’s Meeting
help sort books before the April sale.
Room. Everyone is welcome.
Laura Sorrick is the group’s president and Kristen Crabtree is vice-president.
Quinn Hull is serving as secretary. Jan Long is treasurer and also chair of the
Book Sale Committee. Other Board members include Amanda Lindsay, Linda
Umbayemake and Rebecca Winterich.
Individual memberships are $5 per year with senior and student memberships
at $3 per year. Households of two or more persons can join for $10 and businesses
for $50. Lifetime memberships are $100. Membership benefits include early access
to book sales, as well as other perks.

Meet our KSU practicum students

For the first time, Kent Free Library is hosting Kent State
University students who are studying for a master’s degree in
Library Science and completing a 150-hour practicum.
“We are thrilled to be able to help
mentor these very qualified students
and offer them experiences so they can
be successful in the field,” says Library
Director Stacey Richardson.
Christine Turan, who is working in Youth Services, has a
psychology degree and recommends Beauty Queens by Libba
Bray. Rebecca Appelbaum, who is working in Adult Services,
says, “The best thing about working in libraries is being able
to help people and answer their questions.”

Featured Events—please visit www.kentfreelibrary.org for complete listings
ADULTS
Saturday, May 14/2 p.m.
Coloring for Grownups

Try the latest trend in relaxation—adult
coloring books! Coloring pages provided, as
well as colored pencils, markers and crayons.
*Registration required.

Sunday, May 15/2 p.m.
Day at the Seaside
Victorians took to the
waters at seaside resorts.
Join Victorian era expert
Laura Loew to see
antique bathing suits and
historical souvenirs and
learn more. *Registration
required.

Tuesday, June 7/6:30 p.m.
Mindfulness for a Happier Life

Mindfulness is the practice
of shifting your perspective
and creating a level of
awareness to bring more
peace to your daily life.
Jen Shope of Zen Path
Healing Arts will provide
guided meditations. *Registration required.

Wednesday, June 8/6:30 p.m.
About Our Benevolent Bats!

Bats are remarkable
critters that need us
as much as we need them.
Did you know that Ohio’s 11 bat
species eat only insects? Join
Jamey Emmert from ODNR’s Division of
Wildlife to learn more. *Registration required.

Wednesday, June 15/6:30 p.m.
Transitioning to a Plant-Based Diet

Learn how to add plantbased foods into your
diet and taste samples
of health-providing
foods provided by Chef
Giulia, vegetarian/vegan
personal chef, instructor
and food coach. *
Registration required.

Saturday, June 18/2 p.m.
Belly Dance for Fun and Fitness

Join professional belly dancer Elianae for a
fun, all-ages class! Learn belly dance moves,
have fun, and get fit! * Registration required.

Tuesday, July 12/6:30 p.m.
Eating in Season at
the Farmers’ Market

Chef Giulia offers ideas
for making delicious
meals with locally
available, seasonal
produce and provides samples of healthy
foods for tasting. *Registration required.

Wednesday, July 13/6:30 p.m.
TedX: Exercise Your Mind

In the spirit of TED’s mission of “ideas worth
spreading,” watch three TED videos on
creativity, overcoming biases and making
choices and then join in a moderated
discussion. *Registration required.

Make it Pinteresting
Wednesday, May 25/6:30 p.m.
Sponged Lace Paintings

Wednesday, June 29/6:30 p.m.
American Flag Paint Stick Project

Wednesday, July 27/6:30 p.m.
Thimble Brooches
*Registration required.

CHILDREN
Fridays, June 10 and 24,
July 8 and 22/1 p.m.

Crafternoons in the craft room
Drop in! **No registration required.

Fridays June 3 and 24,
July 1 and 22/2 p.m.

Wednesdays June 29
and July 27/6 p.m.
Ready, Set, Draw
for ages 8 to 12!

Explore and develop your artistic talents!
Each one-hour session begins with a prompt
and ends with a masterpiece. Materials
supplied. *Registration required.

Wednesday, July 6/6 p.m.
Interactive Family Movie Night

Join us for interactive movie night for families
with children ages 12 and under. Get
involved with every scene of this ’94 baseball
comedy using fun props supplied by the
library. *Registration required.

Saturday, July 16/11 a.m.
Family Frenzy obstacle course

Get ready to get messy! Families with
children entering kindergarten through
fifth grade can try our own outdoor relay
obstacle course involving water and messy
substances. Please bring a towel! Cancelled
if inclement weather. *Registration required.

Saturday, July 9/11 a.m.
A Celebration of Sport and Story

Families with children ages 2 to 12 can
join in audience-participatory folktales
led by “Coach” Lindsay Bonilla. Audience
members will be involved kinesthetically and
vocally by using costumes and props.
*Registration required.

Saturday, July 23/11 a.m.
Nursery Rhyme Olympics

Families with children ages 3 to
5 can compete in the Nursery
Rhyme Olympics where every
obstacle is based on a familiar
Mother Goose rhyme. *Registration required.

TEENS

Friday Family Movies
See a family-friendly movie in the library’s
air-conditioned Meeting Room! **No
registration required.

Thursday, June 16 and July 21/7 p.m.
Teen and Tween Night

Wednesdays in June and July/2 p.m.

Mondays from June 6-July 25/7 p.m.
Teen Scene

Get in the Game Story Time
Children ages 3 to 6 and their favorite adult
will hear a sport story and then try that sport!
Collect five badges and earn a prize. Pick up a
Boarding Pass!

Every Thursday/7 p.m.

Tween Zone
Tweens in grades 3 through 5 meet for
experiments and crafts! *Registration required.

Students in grades 3 through 8 are invited for
crafts. *Registration required.

Students in grades 6 to 12 can join us for
fun board games and/or life-sized games.
*Registration required.

June 11-July 7
Annual Photo Contest

Shutterbugs in grades 5 to 8
can email two entries. Vote on your favorites
and get an entry form in the Children’s Room.

*REGISTRATION REQUIRED. Please contact the appropriate department for details. Call 330-673-4414 or visit the Information Desk. *For adult programs, registration begins four weeks before the event.
**NO REGISTRATION REQUIRED. Pick up an event pass at the second floor Information Desk 30 minutes before each program. Space is limited.
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Gardening enthusiasts are invited to “check out” seeds from
KFL’s new Seed Library. Find almost 40 kinds of vegetable, herb
and flower seeds arranged by type and variety in a repurposed
card catalog located near the library’s Information Desk.
Community members may select up to 10 packets of seeds
at no charge per year. More than two dozen patrons already
have taken advantage of the new service.
Gardeners who have a successful crop from the seeds they
“borrow” are encouraged to return at least twice the amount
of seed to restock the Seed Library for next year, according to
Community and Special Services Manager Kristen Pool.
Instead of donations from local gardeners, the initial
supply of seeds for the collection mostly came from donations
from organizations and businesses, including Baker Creek
Heirloom Seeds, Cleveland Seed Bank, High Mowing Organic
Seeds, Mustard Seed Market and Seed Savers Exchange.
Pool says she is especially pleased with a donation
of native Ohio wildflower seeds, as well as 20 varieties of
tomatoes, including heirloom favorites such as Green Zebra,
Rutgers and Cherokee Purple.
“We modeled our service on successful ones at Akron
and Cleveland Public Libraries,” explains Pool. “Our goal is not
necessarily just to provide free seeds, but over the years to create
a collection of seeds that grow well right here in our local climate.”

Kent Free Library partnered with Kent Food Not Lawns and
the Portage County Master Gardeners to create the service.

Among the volunteers who gathered at the
library for a seed packaging party are front
right, Don Abbott and Carol Grzeschik from
“Kent Food Not Lawns.”

