
F a l l  2 0 1 6L i b r a r y  n e w s  a n d  u p d a t e s  f o r  t h e  K e n t  c o m m u n i t y

Free movies, 
music, e-books, 
audiobooks 
and more — 
with no waiting!

Hoopla is a free, instant 
online streaming service now 
offered by the Kent Free Library.

Download the Hoopla app 
and immediately access up 

to 170,000 movies, TV shows, e-books, audiobooks, music albums, graphic novels and 
comic books—with no waiting.  Every item is always available.

	 All you need is your Kent Free Library card, a web browser, smart phone, tablet or  
 desktop computer to get started.
	 Hoopla works on your iPhone, iPad, Android phone, Nook or Kindle Fire, as well as a  
 PC or Mac.
	 First, download the mobile Hoopla app.  Search for “hoopla digital” in the App Store  
 on your IOS device or in the Google Play store on your Android device.  On your PC  
 or Mac, visit www.hoopladigital.com.
	 Then select KFL as your library, create an account with your e-mail and password  
 and enter your library card number.
	 Each patron can borrow 20 items per month.  Check out movies and TV shows for  
 three days, music albums for seven days and e-books, audiobooks and comic books  
 for 21 days.
	 Items are automatically checked back in on their due date.  If you are not finished  
 with the item, you may check it out again immediately. 

Join us Saturday, September 24, from 
2 to 4 p.m. to celebrate our first 10 
years in the new library.  We have 
lots to celebrate, including the 113th 
anniversary of the opening of the 
original Carnegie library.  

Stop by from 2-4 p.m. 
·	 Free refreshments
·	 Behind-the-scenes tours
·	 Balloons and face painting
·	 Hear guitarist Dale Galgozy
·	 Raffle for KFL prize basket
·	 Visits from Curious George  
 and Clifford the Big Red Dog
·	 Try NOPEC Energy Bike

  

Return application to library’s Information Desk or mail to Friends of Kent Free Library, 312 West Main Street, Kent, OH  44240.



Dear friends, 
Next month, we 

celebrate 10 years of 
service in our new library.  

Kent Free Library, as it stands today, officially 
re-opened on September 26, 2006—exactly 103 
years after the original Carnegie library opened.   

The 2006 opening is a day that I remember 
well.  As a Kent resident, but not yet a library 
employee, I attended the opening day 
along with my family.  I was excited for all 
the possibilities that a brand new library 
would bring to my community.  I dreamed of 
someday working there and giving back to the 
community in which I lived.  In 2007, I was hired 
to manage the Youth Services department, 
and in 2011, I was fortunate to be selected by 
the Board of Trustees to become the library’s 
Director.  Along with our dedicated staff, I 
have worked to make the library a well-loved 
destination for all residents and visitors. 

Our new library would not have been 
possible without the incredible support of 
Kent residents.  Kent voters, including myself, 
overwhelmingly approved a 1.9 mill bond 
issue in November 2003 that would allow 
construction of a new facility.  I thank everyone 
in the community who voted “YES.”   The bond 
issue allowed us to not only expand the physical 
building, but it also set in motion the means to 
improve access to information and materials, 
provide a gathering place for residents, foster a 
love of learning in young people and encourage 
a new generation of library users.  Now, ten years 
later, the library continues to share a tradition 
of excellence with the community.  I hope that 
you’ve noticed our increased program offerings 
and additional library staff to assist users, as well 
as more new materials on the shelves. 

We are fortunate to live in a city that values 
its public library and believes in the benefits 
that library services provide.  For that, I thank 
all of you.  I hope you will join me in celebrating 
the first 10 years in our new library at an Open 
House on Saturday, September 24 from 2 to 
4 p.m. featuring refreshments, entertainment, 
behind-the- scenes tours and more.

Sincerely,

Stacey Richardson

Thank you!
A special thank you to Kent 

Kiwanis for supporting the 
Children’s Summer Reading 
Program.  The Kent Free Library 
Foundation provided the grand 
prizes for the Adult Summer Reading Program. 

 Thanks also to our supporters for their donations for the Summer Reading 
Program prizes.  Please mention your thanks when patronizing these businesses.

Director's 
Message

4Cats Art Studio
Akron RubberDucks 
Akron Racers
Akron Zoo
Chipotle
Cleveland Browns
Cleveland Cavaliers
Cleveland Gladiators
Dairy Queen
Dave’s Cosmic Subs

Five Guys
Fresco
Five Below 
Fun ‘n’ Stuff
Insomnia Cookies 
Kent Plaza Theaters
Kent State Ice Arena 
Kent State Rec Center
Kent State University 
Midway Drive In 

One Love Yoga
Off the Wagon
Popped
Roosevelt Natatorium 
Sheetz
SkyZone
Western Reserve  Historical      
   Society

Honoring Marvin Kent’s 200th 
with historical display at KFL

As part of the Historic Kent Town Tour, the Kent Historical 
Society will honor the 200th birthday of Marvin Kent, our 

city’s namesake.  Tour dates are Saturday, September 17, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Sunday, September 18, from noon to 5 p.m.

Eight sites with direct ties to the Kent family will be open for tours, including 
the Patton House, the Marvin Kent home, the Clapp/Woodward Home, the Wells/
Sherman House, the Erie Depot, A&GW/Erie Yards, the Marvin Kent train car and the 
Charles Kent home.

In addition, the Carnegie section of the Kent Free Library will feature a display 
showing the library’s early connections to Marvin Kent.  Kent’s first library was 
organized in 1875 to serve employees of the Atlantic and Great Western Depot.  It 
was located on the depot second floor, now the Pufferbelly Restaurant. 

Books from that original subscription library were donated to the city to start 
the Kent “Free” Library and Reading Room in 1892, which operated from rented 
rooms downtown. The name helped distinguish it from the subscription library.

 Thanks to the donation of land by Marvin Kent and financial help from 
industrialist Andrew Carnegie, the Kent Free Library opened at its current location 
in 1903. 

Tickets for the Kent Town Tour, which include a tour booklet containing 
information on each site, as well as historical and genealogical details about the 
Kent family, will be available in late August at the Historical Society for $20.  For 
more information, visit www.kentohiohistory.org or call 330-678-2712.



ADULTS
Fourth Tuesdays/6:30 p.m.
Cookbook Club
Explore food themes through cookbooks.  Try 
a new dish to share from a cookbook or bring 
a favorite, including the recipe.  *Registration 
required.
Tuesday, September 27: Vegetables
Tuesday, October 25: Flavors from Abroad
Tuesday, November 22:  Appetizers

Saturday, October 1/11 a.m.
Titanic: Tragedy of Errors
Written and performed by family entertainer 
Tom Phoolery, this educational presentation 
uses special effects to reveal the events and 
errors that caused the great maritime disaster.  
*Registration required.  Families welcome.

Tuesday, October 11/6:30 p.m.
Ohio Spirits
Hear a collection of stories 
about ghostly investigations 
and happenings in Ohio 
from Jim Kleefeld.  See his 
collection of ghostly artifacts 
and learn about spiritualist 
powers.  *Registration required.  Families 
welcome.

Sunday, October 16/2 p.m.
The Gospel Wonders Concert
Hear a selection of songs rooted in the Black 
oral tradition from a local group.  Pick up a 
Boarding Pass.

Thursday, October 27/6:30 p.m.
TedX: What Are You Afraid Of?
In the spirit of TED’s mission of “ideas worth 
spreading,” watch three TED videos on how 
fear drives American politics, what fear teaches 
us and how to overcome fear.  Then join a 
moderated discussion.  *Registration required.

CHILDREN
Tuesdays from August 16 to 
November 22/4 p.m.
Tales and Treats
Children from kindergarten through grade 
2 meet for stories, games, crafts and snacks.  
*Registration required.

Last Wednesdays of 
August-November/6 p.m.
Ready, Set, Draw!
Children ages 8 to 12 use the 
library’s art materials to create their own 
masterpieces beginning with a prompt.  
*Registration required.

Thursdays from August 18-
November 17/7 p.m.
Tween Zone
Tweens in grades 3 through 5 meet for crafts, 
games and science experiments.  *Registration 
required.

August 15- November 23
Storytimes
Check www.kentfreelibrary.org for dates 
and times.

Saturday, September 3/11 a.m.
Family Fall Festival
Families with children 
ages 2 to 12 invited to 
welcome fall at the library, 
including games, crafts 
and snack.  *Registration 
required.

Saturday/Sunday, September 17-18
Kid’s Maker Festival 
Display your craft or original master builder/
maker project for all to see.  Applications due 
by August 15 in Children’s Room.  

Saturday, October 29/11 a.m. or noon
Haunted Gingerbread Houses
Families with children in fifth 
grade or younger decorate one 
house together.  Donation of 
one bag of candy appreciated.  
*Registration required.

TEENS
Mondays/7 p.m.
Teen Scene
Students in grades 6 through 12 are invited for 
game night.  *Registration required.

*REGISTRATION REQUIRED.  Please contact the appropriate department for details. Call 330-673-4414 or visit the Information Desk. *For adult programs, registration begins four weeks before the event.
**NO REGISTRATION REQUIRED.  Pick up an event pass at the second floor Information Desk 30 minutes before each program. Space is limited.

Featured events—please visit www.kentfreelibrary.org for complete listings
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Friends of Kent Free Library will hold a book sale from 
Thursday, October 6, through Saturday, October 8, in the 
Carnegie section of the library.  Fiction and non-fiction books for 
children, teens and adults will be sold, as well as CDs, DVDs and 
audiobooks.  Youth books are 50 cents, adult books are $1 and 
other media sells for $2.

The newly organized Friends group helps support the library 
with fundraising opportunities and advocates for the library in 
the community.  Regular meetings are held on the third Monday 
of each month at 7 p.m. in the library’s Meeting Room.  Everyone 
is welcome.

To join the Friends group, complete a membership form and 
mail with a check or return it to the library’s Information Desk.  A 

downloadable form is also available on the “Support” page of the 
library’s website.  

According to President Laura Sorrick, members of the 
Friends group are invited to a special pre-sale event on Thursday, 
October 6, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Friends of Kent Free Library book sale Oct. 6, 7, 8

Return application to library’s Information Desk or mail to Friends of Kent Free Library, 312 West Main Street, Kent, OH  44240.

Friends Book Sale Hours
Thursday, October 6:  4 to 8 p.m.
Friday, October 7:  10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday, October 8:  10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

www.kentfreelibrary.org


